
Catoctin PTA General Meeting  
Catoctin Elementary School Cafeteria 
Tuesday September 10, 2013, 6:00 pm 

Minutes Pending Approval 

In Attendance 
Joshua Nowell, Jenn Boyd, Trisha Creppon, Becky Weber, Christine Flack-Blazier, Gloria George, Tiffany Hawkins, Jen Rueckert, 
Jessica Bukowinski, Diane Wikel, Cathy Brown, Sarah Bauer, Angeli Miller, Darla Wagner, Andrew Heironimous, Stephanie Carlson, 
Ann Senger, Patty Csizmadia, Janine Rethy, Farah Naz, Holly Rhodes, Ronda Albert.   

Welcome and Introductions  
Jennifer Boyd welcomed those in attendance and shared the main goals for the PTA for the year:  

 Formalize, organize and complete Catoctin PTA’s institutional memory 

 Broaden volunteerism among school parents  

 Increase the efficiency of the volunteer process  

 Improve communication regarding PTA events and programs 

 Facilitate targeted giving at Catoctin 

 

Minutes: 

Meeting minutes from August were reviewed; motion to approve by Gloria George , second by Holly Rhodes; motion passed.   
 
Principal’s Report: 
Mrs. Rueckert thanked the PTA for the efforts in back to school night and kindergarten orientation and shared the teacher’s 
appreciation of the staff luncheon organized by  Mrs. Buer.  She reported that although some issues have arisen with transportation, 
generally the school year is off to a smooth start.  She shared a main issue of concern for the school is class size in 4th and 5th grades.   
Classes are large, at 30 students; capacity is 31 students for the 4th and 5th grades.  Mrs. Rueckert stated that 5th grade currently has 
an assistant they are in the process of filling a similar position for 4th grade.  There was discussion to explain why  the classes are this 
large.  Those present identified this as an area that parents may want to organize so that they may advocate effectively on behalf of the 
school at school board meetings and board of supervisors meetings.  Holly Rhodes suggested that this is an area of parent concern 
that PTA can help organize.   

Treasurer’s Report: 
Ann Senger explained that her ‘term’ began on August 8th  when the former Treasurer’s term expired.  She has successfully completed 
an audit of the PTA finances with a committee over the summer per the PTA bylaws.   

President’s report 
No report was presented.   

Fundraising Coordinator Report:   
Anneliese Gadell submitted her report via email to Jessica Bukowinski.   
There is a spirit event on 9/18 from 4 to close at Cici’s pizza.  10% of sales at Cici’s pizza that evening will go to Catoctin.   
Families can shop year-round 24/7 online at www.spirigeardirect.com.  Orders placed for online spiritwear by 9/17 will generate 20% of 
profits for the school.   
There will be a “Believe Kids” fall fundraiser from  9/17-10/1 with delivery dates before Thanksgiving.   
She is currently working on securing a Chick-fil-a restaurant spirit night date for October.   
 
Volunteer Report 
Jessica Bukowinski reported that there has been a lot of interest from parents in volunteering at the school this year.  She is working to 
make sign up process easy. She noted that two volunteer positions are currently open; the afterschool program coordinator and the 
garden program coordinator.  Volunteer Coffee coordination planning will take place this Friday at 9:15 at Panera Coffee for volunteer 
coffee on 9/27 if anyone else would like to help with that.  Volunteer spot is up for ice cream social.   
 
Liason Reports:  

http://www.spirigeardirect.com/


L.E.A.P:  Gloria George will be the representative for Catoctin.  Tomorrow is the first meeting and the topic is on security.  If someone 
has an issue related to Catoctin, please send Gloria an email.   
S.E.A.C. : no report 
M.S.A.A.C. : no report 
 
Old Business  
Musical Guest Andrew McKnight; Jessica Bukowinski is working on coordinating this and requested that the discussion tabled until 
she has time to gather additional information.   
Review of Back to School Night Parent Reception; Holly Rhodes reported that the PTA is trying to follow up and contact those who 
requested information about certain programs at Back to School Night.  Suggestions on how the night could be improved are 
welcomed.   
Update on Staff Survey: Holly Rhodes created and distributed a survey to teachers in an attempt to better understand volunteering at 
Catoctin.  The survey should give a picture of what volunteering happened last year, and what teachers would like to see happen this 
year.  The PTA board is in the  process of reviewing the results.  Approximately 45% of teachers have responded.   
 
New Business  
Odyssey of the Mind Orientation: An open house has been planned for 9/17, more information will be going out in Tuesday folders 
about the program.   
 
Ice Cream Social:  Volunteer signups will be posted soon.  Parent and teacher volunteers will be utilized to serve ice cream.  
  
Volunteer Coffee:  There will be a planning meeting on Friday 9/13 at 9:15am at Panera Coffee on Fort Evans Road for this event.  
The purpose of the event is to give those interested in learning about volunteering at Catoctin an opportunity to do so.  Toll Brothers 
has made an unsolicited offer to donate coffee and food for this event.     
 
Catoctin PTA Directory: Tiffany, Jessica and Darla have been working hard to complete the directory.   
 
Spiritwear:  Becky Weber reported on the current inventory and recommended we place an order for more costing $3,500.  Special 
and custom orders can be placed online through spirit direct.   
 
Fundraising: Various options for fundraising were suggested and discussed.  Danimals and Capri Sun both have programs that we 
might be interested in coordinating.   
 
Tysons A+ 24cents for every Tysons product.  Becky Weber suggested this as an option that we may want to pursue.   
 
Approval of the Audit:  An audit was conducted over the summer per the PTA bylaws.  The committee determined everything was in 
order.  Ann motioned that we approve the audit, the motion was seconded by Holly Rhodes and approved unanimously.    
 
Discussion  
A question was raised about how best to learn information about what is going on at school.  Holly Rhodes detailed the 5 main ways 
the PTA is working to share information 1) Purple papers that come home 2) The PTA Website 3) The monthly newsletter 4) school 
wide email and 5) Facebook.    
 
Volunteer Coffee is scheduled for 9/27 from 8:30-10am in the cafeteria.   
 
Harvest Festival planning meeting 9/19,   10/3,  and   10/17  at 6:30pm in the library.  All are welcome to participate.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm.   


